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Western militaries are not able to protect civilians in modern war





Explosive weapons

Conflict related
sexual violence

Forced recruitment

Starvation

Destruction of infrastructure

Chemical weapons

Forced displacement

Mutilation

Sexual exploitation/abuse



Protectionfrom our own actions
«Collateral damage»

Protectionfrom perpetrators’ violence



Protectionfrom perpetrators’ violence

A NEW TASK 
FOR 

MILITARY FORCES



Challenge

Troublesome knowledge demands new learning strategies

Prototype solution

XR may help students overcome these troubles

Results

– Students learn faster

– They build on previous experience

– And learn differently

– Remaining positive to XR-pedagogies and tech

Human security and the role of force

Norwegian Defence University College



Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Lecture
Embodiment /

360-movies
Avatar dialogue VR-map

Discussion/
Hot wash-up

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

All five steps provide information about physical threats to civilians

EdTech program 
prototype version 1.0
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Task: 
Analyze the physical threats to civilians in Suania with the help of 
the five characteristics of perpetrators of violence:

1. Type of actor targeting civilians?
2. Motivation for targetingcivilians?
3. Strategies and tactics for civilian targeting?

4. Capabilities for targetingcivilians?
5. Likely outcome without intervention?



▪ 1. (Semi)-autonomy: 

– incl. tech solutions and pedagogies

▪ 2. Laws of Armed Conflict (LOAC) vs. pro-active protection

– Content, tech solutions and pedagogies

▪ 3. Human security in full-spectrum warfare

– Research

Next steps (2023-2025)

Norwegian Defence University College



Human security and the military role

www.protectingcivilians.com


